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Abstract 

The three feature films made in collaboration by director Alejandro González Iñárritu and writer 

Guillermo Arriaga (Amores perros [2000], 21 grams [2003] and Babel [2006]) have in common a 

similar dramatic structure—different stories that converge in a violent accident—as well as 

analogous themes around violence, chance, pain, loss, guilt and death. The first film takes place 

entirely in Mexico City, where both the director and the writer are from. It is a story with only 

Mexican characters, written and spoken in Spanish. The second film was originally written in Spanish 

but translated to English in order to take place in the USA. All dialogues are in English, with the 

characters played by Hollywood-based actors: American-born-and-raised Sean Penn, British but 

raised in Australia Naomi Watts and multi-ethnic Puerto Rican Benicio del Toro. The third film is 

deliberately transnational: Babel takes places in four countries on three different continents and 

there are dialogues in six different languages. In this third film, a same accident affects some 

American husbands (Brad Pitt and Cate Blanchett) in Morocco, a Mexican nanny who crosses the 

United States border to Mexico with the American children she is in charge of, and a deaf-mute 

teenager and her father in Japan. As the scope of the story widens in each of the films, their 

intermixed stories and complex narrative structures share one same internal movement in terms of 

the story. It shows how sacrifice is what allows characters to leave a cycle of violence and find 

redemption. Conclusions are drawn about the meaning of what these films tell from what the story 

is and how it is told in each film.  
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