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Abstract 

Black South Africans have been depicted in various modalities over the post-Apartheid period. 

These depictions are characterised by separate themes that correspond with the growing place of 

black South Africans in the country and each represent a form of pushing the boundaries that 

characterised black African depictions of their day. The phases of analysis are separated into the 

following analytic units: 

• (Dying days) Apartheid invisibility of black South Africans on TV 

• More hopeful dawn of democracy representations of the black identity 

• Youthful interpretations of shaping the rainbow nation  

• The young professionals negotiating their place in the new South Africa   

• The contemporary phase of interrogating socio-political transgressions and depictions 

• Re-imagining South Africa 

The study assesses the hypothesis that the role of screenwriting has been instrumental in nation 

building for South Africa by imaging a position for Black South Africans to occupy in a turbulent and 

dynamic South Africa. We examine how the depictions of black South Africans have contributed to 

enhancing ‘unity’ and highlight how much more work needs to be done in establishing the policy 

frameworks that facilitate professional creative industries that would lead an inclusive South African 

identity. Our study culminates by concluding that South African storytelling can continue to play a 

role in influencing how the Black South Africans perceive themselves in an increasingly complex 

world and suggests a guide on how Black South African can re-imagine how they are seen in South 

Africa.  
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Ziphozakhe Hlobo is a young storyteller whose career started in Theatre as a writer, editor and 

dramaturge. After completing her Bachelor of Arts (Honours) majoring in Media Studies in 2013 at 

the Nelson Mandela University, she transitioned to Television to write and produce for various 

lifestyle and reality TV programs by the South African Broadcasting Commission and Multichoice on 

topics such as technology, religion and sport. She is currently working as the screenwriter for a 

sports content production company in Johannesburg. Ziphozakhe has a keen eye for content in any 

media outlet and enjoys turning an idea into a fully fleshed story ready for production. Beyond being 

a creator of content, her qualification in the field has given her the ability to analyse television, film 

and screenwriting be it socially, philosophically or creatively. This is why she is working hard to 

position herself as an influential voice in poignant stories that come from South Africa.  
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Political Studies, Philosophy and Economics and advanced degrees (Bachelor of Commerce Honours, 

Master of Commerce) in Development Economics at the University of the Witwatersrand, 

Johannesburg. 

As a consummate communicator, Lelo is passionate about developing complex ideas and packaging 

them into accessible forms suitable for appropriate audiences. He has previously worked at PwC as 

a remuneration consultant, the Department of Trade and Industry as a investment facilitation official 

and as a retail buyer for Pick n Pay. Lelo currently lives in Johannesburg and works as a 

communications consultant. 
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