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Abstract 

We can see many archetypal and standard ways of showing girl characters in contemporary 

mainstream cinema for youth. This paper deals with the representation of girls in so called art 

cinema and is about the way how screenwriters are challenging their girl characters to not to fit into 

the (standard) box. The main questions for me are: What are the stereotypes we can recognize in 

these characters? And how we can avoid them and show another scale of girlhood? Is it possible that 

cinema for youth could encourage the target audience (obviously mainly girls but I wouldn’t like to 

leave out boys from this topic) to be more sensitive and aware of the ways how girls can behave, 

react in specific situation, or just look like? 

In my presentation I want to direct your attention to problems which are connected to showing 

young girls in stereotypical way and talk about pushing the boundaries in creative process of 

developing girl characters nowadays. My main focus and interest in displaying girl characters in films 

for youth is based on my doctoral research about contemporary art cinema for youth and also on 

differences we can notice in comparison with mainstream coming of age drama or teen film. 

I will use examples from the recent films where the main protagonists deal with different problems 

in various geographical or social environment. For example: Girlhood (Cline Sciamma, 2014), Skate 

Kitchen (Crystal Moselle, 2018), Rocks (Sarah Gavron, 2019), Blossom Valley (Laszlo Csuja, 2018) or 

Firecrackers (Jasmin Mozaffari, 2018). 
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