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Abstract 

Serial storytelling is now dominating the international television landscape, more so than 

episodic series storytelling, yet the terms used by industry, scholars and popular media to describe 

these types of television drama are frequently conflated. This is an issue for screenwriting practice 

because of how these similar yet distinctive forms operate for story and character. A range of 

scholars have observed the series/serial difference, but none from the vantage point of writing 

scripts for long-form television.  

As such, this paper argues that there is both scope and a need to provide clearer terms and 

definitions when discussing television drama screenwriting, particularly serial narratives. While the 

television drama serial is thriving in the streaming era, and the demand for episodic closure has 

diminished, the term drama series continues to overshadow the seriality of ‘complex’ and ‘quality’ TV 

stories. In this paper, we will consolidate and problematise the literature on the series/serial with the 

aim of providing a set of terms that are of particular relevance to the screenwriter and screenwriting 

scholar. 
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