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Abstract 

From the Arab-speaking world, hundreds of TV series are produced each year, with TV drama 

making up 71% of the total production output. However, these series seem to be constrained to the 

boundaries of the Middle East, and do not cross to other continents, and regions, while, in contrast, 

the Arab world still purchases dubbed Turkish, Mexican, and now even Korean and Chinese 

television series. 

What are the obstacles and challenges that prevent Arab-produced TV series from crossing to other 

regions, and continents? It does not seem to be production value alone; the Arab series' budgets are 

comparable to those of the countries from which it purchases series. Is it the politics of production 

companies? Language? Or is it, as I will argue, differences in the dramaturgical structure? Using case 

studies from different countries in the Middle east, like Egypt, Syria, Jordan, Palestine, and other 

major producing countries from the Region, I will examine how the themes remain constant and flat, 

tackling the same topics over and over again, avoiding creating dramatic arcs that appeal, change, and 

grow or bringing characters into life that look different, have different motivations, and change 

through the dramatic arc. 

Will the Internet, Netflix and YouTube help those TV narratives transcend boundaries and make 

them more accessible to people and as a result create demand for more content from the Arab 

world? Or will global storytelling techniques force the Arab world to reform its screenwriting in 

order to both please domestic viewers and the global audience? 
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