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Abstract 

The work of John Fante as a screenwriter has so far been little studied. Fante himself considered this 

activity with contemptuous words (both in letters to his mother and his wife, and in some literary 

texts such as the novels My dog Stupid and Dreams from Bunker Hill). However, a thorough 

examination of these works can highlight interesting aspects of his personality.  

The paper aims to examine all films based on scripts written by John Fante. The examination will 

allow to highlight, firstly, the intertextualities that link these works with novels and short stories: 

films often develop the same thematic motifs of novels and short stories, translating them however 

in explicitly edifying ways. It will also be possible to observe how the films written by Fante make 

progressively emerge a reflection on the activity of writing and an increasingly sceptical view on the 

value of books and culture. The presence of explicit and implicit references to Ask the Dust in 

different scripts takes on a central meaning in this reflection. Several screenplays are set in Italy. 

Therefore, they have a remarkable biographical value, as they allow us to understand the way Fante 

relates to the country of origin of the father (unlike literary texts, which instead are always set in 

America). 

In conclusion, the case of Fante will allow us to make some general considerations about multiple 

authorship issues, about the relationship between novelists and the work for the cinema, and about 

the differences between literary writing and screenwriting. 
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