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Abstract  

“A character’s greatest strengths are always his or her greatest weaknesses.” - says Laurie Hutzler, 

the former Professor of Screenwriting of MFA program at the UCLA Film School, an idea echoed by 

novelists and screenwriters as well. But how can we define a trait that is strength and weakness in 

the same time? And does this apply only to the greatest strengths and weaknesses of a character, or 

perhaps to many other traits, making the characters having multifaceted dark and a bright sides? 

What is dark side of courage, for instance? It is not cowardice, that is the opposite. It should be 

recklessness, for it is made of the same fabric. What is the bright side of stubbornness? It is not 

permissiveness, but probably persistency. There is no hard border between the two sides, and a 

character can easily end up on the other side of a trait then she intended. It is a dramatic and also 

realistic to see a protagonist acting as a coward, for instance, when he only wanted to be prudent. It 

is the same Dynamic Character Traits (DCT), only the dark range of it. 

 

In this panel I will argue that characters can be better designed and represented by using DCTs, and 

for screenwriters it can be more helpful and probably more inspirational to imagine their 

protagonists and secondary characters as sliding up and down from the dark to the bright range and 

vice versa of a DCT, as the story unfolds. I wish to provide a visual model for this, giving some 

examples of the multitude of possibilities arising. I will use for the demonstration the character of 

Walter White as well as three secondary characters from the Breaking Bad series. 
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