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Abstract 

In an age of movement, interrelations and interconnectedness, accelerated by 
developments in international travel and communicative technologies, cultural edges blur, 
and growing numbers of people are mobile across the planet. Within these people are 
screenwriters and filmmakers who embrace the freedom of this mobility to cross national 
borders and immerse themselves in new cultural environments. I define transcultural 
screenwriting as a practice conceived by practitioners who embrace the opportunities and 
freedom provided by the new socio-cultural conditions of globality, to live and create 
beyond or on the edges of a single culture to embrace or combine different cultural 
elements and perspectives in storytelling. Transcultural screenwriting is an evolving field. 
However, first-hand case studies of transcultural screenwriting – the methods, realities, 
challenges and strategies of screenplay development in a transcultural context – are 
relatively undocumented. 
Against this, my PhD research investigates transcultural screenwriting practice by 
developing a feature film screenplay for South Korean cinema by a British screenwriter. I am 
a resident of South Korea through marriage, have long been interested in writing stories for 
domestic audiences, and feel that I have permission to follow up on my creative intentions. 
The narrative is set on the road in South Korea, features predominantly Korean characters, 
and is intended to become a Korean and English language film. At the centre of this research 
is a deeper understanding of the challenges faced when developing a screenplay for South 
Korean cinema as a non-Korean screenwriter. My stated creative intentions and 
transcultural position as a British screenwriter in South Korea form the foundation of this 
project. My unique perspective provides context for critical reflection on the creative and 
theoretical considerations that arise as screenwriting craft is explored through practice-
based research.  
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